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VOICEA4ng Your License to Serve

BY AMANDA PARKS
DISTRICT EDITOR

When many hear
the name James Bond, fast
cars, good looking
sidekicks, and beating the
bad guy usually come to
mind. But here in New
Jersey, his many roles were
inspiration for a different
storylinei the 2011 New
Jersey CKI District
Convention.
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The 2010-11 New Jersey District Board sport their J—
License to Serve at DCON.

During the weekend of Meln 252 7, 2011, Circle Kbdéers
Jersey District joined forces to celebrate a year full of service, leadership, and fellowship wh
preparinga fresh slate for the service year afi&adh club cheers to the introduction of
distinguished guesiiscluding201011 Circle K International President, Amanda Marfisi and
Kiwanis International Presidetect, Alan Penin Friday night was nothing short of a golden
kickoff. Wrapping up with the first round of caucusing into the wee hoursiday, Saturday
jumpstarted with even more questioning for the District Board candidates, an affair any secr
agent would approve of. Saturday afternoon came and went with a classy celebration of the
|l evel 6s head honchos Hauseof DetegatePdidenaisappeint with s L
undivided attention not only from the delegates, but from the candidates as well. The Execu
Board was first selected in the following order: Jennifer Hsieh of Rutgers University CKI was
elected District Garnor, Jacqueline Zakaras of The Richard Stockton State College of New
CKIl was elected District Secretary, Sonya Shah of Monmouth University CKI was elected D
Treasurer, mysdlfAmanda Parks of The College of New Jersey CKI was electiet Exigtor.
Each division was then able to select their representative and the following make up the res
NJ CKI District Boardds voting members:
Metro Division Lieutenant Governor, Danielle Samiwf Brookdale Community College was
el ected Seabreeze Division Lieutenant Governor, and way
University CKI was elected Garden Division Lieutenant Governor.
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continued from Page 1

Saturdaydéds festivities rounded of f a cel ebr
and fellowships. The NJ CKI District Board gave everyone the sense that t
night was goingtolaBtFor ever 6 wi th t hdanhceand ur
welcomed all guesasn d CK | members to the co
Awards were rewarded to the hardest workers, talents were showcased by
bravest, and tears were cried by those moving on tothiggs with Circle K
near and dear to their hearts. Bu t|
banquet, our International Godfather Floyd Adams graciously offered up hig
daring deejay skiltkat provided NJ CKI members with a night of bondind a
board dance auctioning that coul d

Bright and early on Sunday morning, it was hard to believe that the =
weekend was nearly over and that we had spent it with new and old friends
near and far that lived tesved and loved to served, just as we/dile
enjoying a delicious and nutritious breakfast, the 201ew Jersey District
Board of Circle K International was retired with accomplishment and fond
memories in mind. Passing on the torch to a new buhehger secret agents,
ready to protect, serve, and | ead
international is no daunting task, but it had to be done. And with that, the-20
12 New Jersey District Board of Circle K International was installedrby the
Immediate Pasts and NJ Kiwanis District Board counterparts as excitement
fellowship filled the air.

Who would think that those days would seem like yesterday as su
has nearly come and gone right before our eyes? No worries thought, & .
NJ CKI District Board still has as much fire and drive as ever, that would gi
any secret agent a reason to do some further investigation, not just 007!

NJCKI

LICENSED TO SERVE

March 25 - 27, 2011

Somerset Crowne Plaza
Somerset, NJ
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Good Da

A message from your NJ Distri v

’ ;!-i‘ -

Check out the INSIGHT 2011: Service Around the Worl
Facebook Event Page fore information at
http/ / www.facebook.cadmvent.php?eiti7108606295948iI

¢



http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=171086062959480
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Howdy NJ!

Time flies by when you're having fun, and the
summer of 201] has definitely proved that. Since being
elected your District Editor, I've had the pleasure of
attending numerous district functions such as the Seabreeze
Division Club Officer Training & Kiwanis Family Picnic.
On a more exciting note (literally) Pve traveled near and far
to proudly represent our Jersey fresh fashion at LSSP &
ICON in Virginia, and most recently at the Circle K
International Leadership Academy, in Morgantown, Indiana
with our Club Building & Revitalization Committee Chair,
Shahrukh Shamshair!

I'hope your summers’ have been just as eventful &
full of service © Now My next road trip is to the mall for
some school shopping!

Cheerfu"y o My two best friends that have '\;[ruly bser?ngei:nTr{e
i is Family. On the left: gmlr ;
4»"”/“ P”Ag r?ivt\ilglr:?Myself)f on the right: Brittany Lerman.
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Service, leadership and fellowship are the distinguished tenant
Circle K International. For the wonderful Seabreeze division, summer tim
means more opportunities to live by these tenants. Particularly, Brook
Community College has domaefantastic job by staying active by atten
Rel ay for Life events with th
continuing their involvement with Project Porchlight, an energy effi
program. Also, | am proud to say members from all active rchiies i
Seabreeze division attended the Large Scale Service Project and Intern
Convention in Virginia Beach this past June. Brookdale had 11 attendees
both events! Even Monmouth Univers
initiatives this summencluding serving atsoup kitchen at St. Luke's
Episcopal Church on Broadway Ave. in Long Branch every Tuesday. Also,
the clubs have made efforts to collaborate with each other which have
certainly strengthened the Seabreeze bond!

The best part is that dllircle K members can (and should) stay
involved with Circle Kbés tenants of
the summer months! After all, the world still needs our help when it is beach
season! A big opportunity to serve this summer is at thedsab F event
taking place in Atlantic City from August18. For members who did not
experience LSSP and ICON, this is an opportunity for them to meet and
volunteer with people from our subregion (Capital, Eastern Canada, New

England, New Jersey, and\Néork Districts). There is something really ‘
special about bonding with complete strangers over a shared love for service,
club

and after only a few days becoming not only frieadgart of their Kiwanis
family! In addition to larger events, clubs can sdbeueekly service projec

at soup kitchens (like Monmout hos
Ronald McDonald House, as well as set up beach sweeps. If your club is still

1 ®
©
odand serve mea

not sure what to do, | would even suggest utilizing a Facebook group page i ER
order to ask members what they would like to do. Make the service F\GHT HUN
personalized!

Speaking of personalization! Summer is a perfect opportunity for

club presidents to train their officers. In June, | hosted an informal training The 2011-2012 Governor's Project
session that gave helpfdivece to officers about how to recruit and retain focuses on the hungry. Through STUFH,
members and how to run club meetings, as well as many other tips. For some Circle K'ers Can help provide food for
officers, this can be their first time holding a position and for others, this can those in need of it.

feel 1ike a fAbr eez e thédreidatwaysi@amtegronwt hei r

eB)r§n|og Ec’:crm'need r}>rcu?1perish<:|ble food to
each District Event and whoever
collects the most at the end of the year

as a leader. Even general members can be given opportunities to grow as a
leader by being given responsibility to come up with new service and

fundraising ideas. You would be surprised to see how happy a member can will be recognized at District
become ithey are given a chance to shine! Conventionl!

And of course, since summer is generally a relaxed time of year
(although not for all), fellowship thrives. Although all Circle K members Visit stufh.org for More Information

bond over some good ole service, it is always nice to have a more intimate get
together. Invite your club members to a bowling night or a night at
Applebe&. Sometimes it is better to have something more relaxed, rather
than spend $200 to rent out a hall
is known to hang out on a regular baisigiting their fellow members to the
boardwalk and beach! The more family oriented your club becomes the more
willing members will be to attend service projects. Then, once they
participate, they will see just how amazing it feels to help others!

The summer has endless possibilities for all clubs in this AMAZ|
NJ District. Take this time to engage in meaningful service aaddun
maybe some planning for the upcoming year (followed by more fun of
course!). If at any time at all you have any questiomserns or need ideas,
do not hesitate to reach out to your Lieutenant Governors (Sedilieeze HUST A Fonn
MetroEddie Valdez; Gardekshley Walgren). | wish all of you a fantastic

year of service. Thanks for serving New Jersey proud! DHIVE TODAY'
L]
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1. First & Last NameJen Hsieh

2. Position:District Governor

3. Home Club:Rutgers University

4. Year in CollegeSenior (2012)

5. Favorite Service Projed®roject Linus

6. Favorite Fundraising EvenRieing at INSIGHT

7. Why did you join Circle K7 was president of my Key Club in High School and | wanted to
continue my passion for service within tHeaknily once entering college. The people | met
through Circle K continuously inspire me to dream bigger and be more involved in my
community. | couldn't imagine my life without these people and without this organization.

8. How long have you been in Circle ishce my freshman year at Rutgers University.

9. What are you looking forward to the most during this 2@012 CKI Service Yeal't

looking forward to getting to know all of the clubs in the District and paying each club a visi
throughout the service year. | can't wait to see how each club functions on their own.
10. Fun Factl people watch like crazy when I'm driving or riding imesme's car.

First & Last NameJacqueline Zakaras

Position: District Secretary

Home Club:The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey

Year in CollegeSenior (2012)

Favorite Service Projecderving food at the Atlantic City Rescue Mission.

Favorite Fundraising Eventhe pieing of board members at Insight, except not so
much now that | get pied.

Why did you join Circle K7 joined circle K because | really enjoyed the members
when | partigbated in the annual Day of Service projects they hosted at my school
when | first started at Stockton.

How long have you been in Circle Ris fall will be the beginning of my fourth
year in Circle K

What are you looking forward to the most during thi®1-2012 CKI Service Year?

I look forward to seeing how all the clubs interact from a district view and hope to segy
a lot of district wide events with all the clubs participating.

Fun Factl love cheese on almost everything | eat. | am an excellent bargain shopp
but hate shopping. | am almost always smiling and can always find the bright side &§
any situation. | love meeting new people and doing service lets me do that. ‘

Hey everyme, my name is Sonya Shah and | am serving as NJ District Tre
for the 20112012 service year. | am going to be a junior at Monmouth University
majoring in Biology with a concentration in Molecular Cell Physiology. My R.A.
freshman year told me théti$ would be a club that | might like joining because |
wanted to get involved when | came to college. As soon as | went to the first meeting, |
fell in love with Circle K. I loved the people and the service opportunities that were
present. This invoked nte apply as special events chairperson for the last service year.
loved meeting everyone around New Jersey and going to various district events to
perform service and be a part of fellowship. | love all the service evaritdbshate,
especially winethey involve working with the Ronald McDonald House. | am looking
forward to this upcoming service year where hopefully we can increase membership an
participate in a great amount of service. | cannot wait to sethevhisw Jersdyistrict
will do nex!
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First & Last Name Amanda Parks or Ayyy. Parks (your preference)

Position: District Editor

Home Club:The College of New Jersey = TCNJ

Year in CollegeSophomore, proud member of the Class of 2014!

Favorite Service ProjedtVilson Elementary After School Tutoring in Trenton, NJ
Favorite Fundraising EvenRietheBoard @ INSIGHT

Why did you join Circle K71 was a hardcore Key Clubber not too long agaéted

Nogkr~wdhE

TCNJ was without a doubt Circle K! Oh, and Robert Acerra might have nudged me a |
whole lot in the right directiod

8. How long have you beenin Circle iOhef ul | year and |1 éd&m | ookin
three (at least) to come!

9. What are you looking forward to the most during this 2a4012 CKI Service Yealtn
looking forward to providing the NJ District of CKI and Circle K International in general
withasmmch i nformation as possible throu
youbre rEklg ng), the

10. Fun Factil haveaslight obsession with iced coffee as long as it has extra mocha and skim
mi | k, basically the ownersd of my homet ow

It is my honor and privilege to introduce myself to everyotiei€ircle K family. My name is
Edwin Valdez; however, most people just call me Eddie. | would like to begin by saying thank you a
giving me a chance to serve as Metro Division Lieutenant Governor for tkk®2RYEear. Most of the
people have agkene before how | got interested in Circle K. It started since | was young, all the we
into my high school year and into college, when | was applying for a college, my research consisted
the colleges having a community service departmdéme, lagst, if not an organization. | was fortunate

enough to have found St. Peterds Coll ege whi
The simple fact that we bring smiles to many children while involved in Circle K was good
enough for me to get myself involved. St . Pe

founding treasurer in 20@10, and proudly to say, Circle K iff ative and well. | have met many
amazing people through Circle K and | know that | will continue to make new, amazing friends, as v
keeping in touch with the old. My favorite service event is the newest one which we have now dedic
ourselves towhich is the Eliminate project. | believe this project | believe will impact many families n
and in the future. With this said, | am glad to be a part of such a wonderful organization.

My name is Danielle Sammut and | cannot be more enthuasistited, and honored to b
serving as the 2042 Seabreeze Lieutenant Governor. On a personal note, | have recently graduated
Brookdale Community College with an A.A in Humaniieglish, and am continuing my education
as a junior at The College ofWdersey in pursuit of becoming a High School English teacher.
When | am not spending countless hours reading classic novels or writing papers, | enjoy
volunteering and making a difference in the world. My favorite service event is the Kiwanis One Day
Event that takes place annually on April 2, which encourages every jolimbvdh the rest of the
Kiwanis family (Circle K, Key Clubiids, Builders, Aktion Club, and Kiwanis) for a day of united
service. Aside from volunteering, | also enjoy raisingyrfon my club. My favorite fundraising evt
is the classic bake sale in the Student Life area of my school. Not only do | get to show off my baking
skills that are better than Mrs. Fields (ok, maybe | am exaggerating a tad), | am able to bond with
fellowclub members and have the opportunity to recruit new members!

| have been a part of this wonderful and impactful organization, Circle K, for two years!
Now, | am proud to be able to make a difference as the Seabreeze LTG. | woulddikgoeietch
getto know me more, scene are some random facts about me: | have a dream of being a published
writer, | love to memorize rap lyrics and sing them to anyone who will listen, | love to dance
awkwardly in public, | talk about Circle K to everyone | meet, amdkhow to wear glitter (more
than Ke$a). | cannot wait to see the impact we will have this service year!

e
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10. Fun Fact:l am a black belt/ninja ;) (seriously)

First & Last NameAshley Walgren

Position: GardenDivision Lieutenant Governor

Home Club:Rowan University

Year in CollegeSecond ¥arSenior

Favorite Service ProjedtVorking at a soup kitchen near my home town. It touched me

in a waythat nothing else really has.

Favorite Fundraising EventloveFriendly'sdndraisersyou get to eat, beemy, and

raisemoney! Ad, it ALL comes withce cream!

7. Why did you join Circle K¥olunteering has always been very important to me. | never
reallyknew how to get active until college, and when | transferfedwanCircle K was
a way of continuing that.

8. How long have you been in Circle KRe fall will be my 3rd year

9. What are you looking forward to the most during this 2@012 CKIlService Year?
Beingon the district board for a full term. | wasttve distict board before but came in
late. | missed out on a lot thfe planning aspects that come with the positions and | am
lookingforward to being a part of that.

10. Fun Fact:My fish is named afterRokémon Guess which one? We call him Gary for

Short!

aprONE

o

First & Last NameShahrukh Shamshair

Position: Club Building and Revitalization Chair

Home Club:Rutgers University

Year in Collegedunior

Favorite Sevice ProjectINSIGHT

Favorite Fundraising EvenRie an Officer!

Why did you join Circle K17 joined Circle K because | wanted to give back to the
community and get involved on campus. Little did | know that Circle K was
international and would lead ni@ meet people from all over the state/world!

How long have you been in Circle IOhe year

What are you looking forward to the most during this 2@4112 CKI Service Yeat?
look forward to all the events, meeting new faces, and increasing our membership
through new colleges and getting the ones that have fallen off the board back on track

Hell o NJ Circle K! My name i s Rachel
Conventions and Conferences Chair. Il go to
English and Sociology. I 8m goi n doolimthedall my s
Last year, | was president of Rutgers Circle K, and my favorite service event was making dinner :
Ronald McDonald House. ltds my favorite ch
Our best service event, and my favoriés, Bance to Eliminate, where we worked with Rutgers
UNICEF and another community service organization to put together a large cultural dance

showcase, with the proceeds going toward Ki
Circle K largely bease | have been in theR@mily since middle school. Rutgers is a massive
school, and ités definitely easy to get | os
people with similar interests and concerns as myself, and they have becommgdastdfiends!
Duringthe 2012 012 year , |l dm | ooking forward reach
the clubs in the NJ District become even st

District Convention, and | hope to see yduaaithe KFamily Picnic on July 47 Get ready for an
amazing year and have a fantastic summer!
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Chairperson.Throughout my four years in college Circle K has become an influential factor in

my

Circle K as | pursue my masters in Special Education at The ©bINme Jersey. | joined Circle

K my freshman year because | | ove cMyfavoute
service project is the Wilson Elementary After School program because | love working with kids
and forming relationships thare fostered from week to wedky favorite fundraising project is
collecting tabs for the Ronald McDonald houset 6 s s o easy and shows tha

First & Last NameCristina Trecate

Position; K+amily Chair

Home Club:Rutgers University Circle K

Year in CollegeSophomore

Favorite ServicBroject:Monster Mash Pi@g

Favorite Fundraising EvenBPance to Eliminate

Why did you join Circle KRob Acerra made me... jkatiding! | had been an avid Key

Clubber in high school and | was looking for an organization at Rutgers that could ma

same amazing feeling Key Club gave me whenever | did service and of course, that
organization was none other than Circle K!

How long have you been in Circle I8ince the start of my first semester at Rutgers and

loving every minute of it :)

What are you looking forward to the most during this 2@4012 CKI Service Yealam

really looking forward to watching the district grow thraegkiice projects and new

members! | am also looking forward to all the service planned throughout the year whether it
be beach clean ups in the summer or Christmas food collections through the new Governor's
project!

Fun Factl am a Communications majat Rutgers studying new age media and Public
Relations. | am a member of the Scarlet Knights Army ROTC Battalion and RUSA (Rutgers
University Student Association).

First & Last NameCatherine Ramirez

Position: Membership, Development, and Education Committee Chair

Home Club:Rutgers University

Year in CollegeSenior

Favorite Service Projeditd CKI DistrictLarge Scale Service Project

Favorite Fundraising EvenDance to Eliminate

Why did you join Circle K7've always been passionate about giving back to

others and wanted to find an organization that would give me many different

opportunities to serve the community.

8. How long have you been in Circle K¥eard

9. What are you looking forward to the most during this 28012 CKI Service
Yeard'm really looking forward to a great year of service and getting to bond with
other members distrigiide!

10. FunFactl sing Jackdés Mannequin at the t

business!

NoghrwdhE

Hey New Jersefy name is Elisabeth Breen and | am your 2012 Service

l'ife, which is why even though | graduat e past

helps. 6m | ooking forward to all the sdwevice the r>ey

impact we will make in our communities, state, and world!

op

Ma

ttl
Di
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SubF FRep, Robert Acerra

Hello to the Freshest District in the land!

I am so excited, humbled, and honored to introduce myself to you as yoiir 2011
2012 International Represitive. A few weeks ago, at th& Bnual Circle K
International Convention in Virginia Beach, | was elected by the delegates of Sub
Region F into this position. | am so excited to carry on the tradition of amazing Sul
Region F Representatives as wéleas) the first from the New Jersey District. For
those of you who do not know, Circle K International is broken up inteR8gions

A through G. We are located in SBbgion F which covers Eastern Canada, New
York, New England, Capital and last but éelyenot least NEW JERSEY!

For those of you | have not met at a club meeting or district event this past year, |
would like to give you a little background on me. | will be a Senior at Monmouth
University in West Long Branch, NJ in the fall. | am a S@émek Major with a

minor in Information Technology. | will also be beginning my eighth year in the
Kiwanis Family in the fall. My previous involvement in the Kiwanis Family includes
serving as the District Governor, District Treasurer, and Conventiom@imafor

the New Jersey District, | was also the charter club president and club representat
on the District Board for Monmouth University. | was also a four year member of K
Club and served on the New Jersey District Board as a Lieutenant Go\igentw. |
keep busy outside of the Kiwanis Family with my roles as Chief Justice of the
Monmouth University SGA and my role as a Youth Representative on the Nationa
PTA Board of Directors.

Please know that | have been elected to serve each amhewaryou as your voice on the International Board. | will be here as a resol
you day or night as you and your CKI Club starts swimming down the stream into the2@02ICKI Service Year this fall. CKl is such an
amazing organizatieand we arso lucky to be able to call ourselves a student lead organization, if you ever have any problems at all ple
free to let me know. With amazing members like the ones that make up the nearly 315 members of the New Jeosejatrization

will continue to be the largest, strongest, and best service organization for college students!

I would be so happy to get to know each and every one of you through online communications, forums, chats, and slisthctaeed
your Representativeill allow me to be your source of information regarding our individugR&gibn and CKI as a whole. Throughout this
next yeafl will also be asking your input, feedback, and ideas on many of the things that the CKI International Board compggtes this y
Finally, | urge you to contact me whenever you have an idea, question, comment, or suggestion throughout the erdostgetir. My
information is below my signature at the bottom of this letter. To stay infgaoimetthe CKI SUBREGION F Facebook g

| give each and every member offSeébgi on F my promise that | wild.l do everything
on the International Level and that each time | make a decision or vote on sorttehitings will be whatfieel is best for not mbut each

of the members of CKlin Sébe gi on F! |l 6m | ooking forward to working along
together this year during the 2012012 Service Year. | love the New Jersey Disttictt has gi ven me so much b

urge each of you to attend district events this year and | hope to be able to have the chance to meet any new melulieesds seee
again!

Yours in serving the children of the werld ‘ ’ i

. WS on
Rob Ace rra 1 vective news o
Robert Acerra Want a yoi¢

International Representative to S#tegion F sQ,M o
Proudly Serving th&apital, Eastern Canada, New England, New Jersey, & New York Dist, a w m S“
M 7326554254| Acerra.CKlI@gmail.comfacebook.com/robacerra S\ “p
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BY MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY o . ®
CKI CO-PRESIDENT ‘, , L)
LIZ RIMASSA '

4

On April 30,2011members of Monmout*®
University Circle K gathered on the Asbury Park
boardwalk for the annual MarcbrfBabies Walk. T
weather was perfect for the walk. We had a chancg'f
mix with other teams as well as members of Brookddy
Circle K who were volunteering that day. As a te
made personal donations as well as ran a team
fundralser on campus to rais@ney for March of ’

cause. As a club, it was an opportunity for us to bonc
with some of our new members as weII as with ('cle

Koer s from‘)tbgr bs'»
L Y Ll X 4
‘ ‘ Monmouth University CKI & BrookdaIeVCOmmunity College CKI members 7
.‘.‘ laced up theirs sneakers at the March for Babies Walk in Asbury Park.
L { 4
o e " '9 . *'®
‘- - < ® <«

The 2011 AIDS Walk in New York was simultaneously k
overwhelming and majestic. When our group first exited the sut
we all knew we were in for a big experience. Blocks away from \
the walk was even starting, people were lining up and joining
togeher with other members of their groups. As organized as it v
the shear amount of people made finding where we were suppo
go register almost impossible. We finally located our destination
all registered. We continued to try to find the stathefwalk and
the excitement of all the other walkers started to take effect. We
knew we were in for a truly exceptional experience. We lined uf
started to walk and we realized very quickly just how long this w

New York was going to be. We started totged but the energy of the people
AIDS Walk y around us, and the diversity of teams gave us the stamina we ne
to keep going. People were constantly cheering and it was obvic
GERShat this walk truly meant something to them.
RSITY As someone who studies gender andadiéx studies in
LUB  school and has a passion for equality for all, this walk was some
in which | had always wanted to participate. | also grew up in a f
where doing what we could to fight for a cure to AIDS was incre
important. My mother whasian actress/producer won an Emmy f
her work inJessye Norman Santfse Healing of AIDBven though it
was difficult to finish the three and a half hour walk, | knew that |
wanted to complete it in order to contribute something to this ca
for which | had so much history and passion. | wanted to do my |
to help all of the people who did and still do suffer from HIV/AID.
| want to show that the stigma behind this disease needs to be
eliminated. Taking a few hours out of my day to walk for tdeof
people that this disease impacts, was the least | could do and |
incredibly happy that | was able to participate and complete this
walk.

® — = O X




