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When many hear 
the name James Bond, fast 
cars, good looking 
sidekicks, and beating the 
bad guy usually come to 
mind. But here in New 
Jersey, his many roles were 
inspiration for a different 
storyline ï the 2011 New 
Jersey CKI District 
Convention. 

 During the weekend of March 25-27, 2011, Circle Kôers from every corner of the New 
Jersey District joined forces to celebrate a year full of service, leadership, and fellowship while 
preparing a fresh slate for the service year ahead. From club cheers to the introduction of 
distinguished guests including 2010-11 Circle K International President, Amanda Marfisi and 
Kiwanis International President-Elect, Alan Penn ï Friday night was nothing short of a golden 
kickoff. Wrapping up with the first round of caucusing into the wee hours on Friday, Saturday 
jump-started with even more questioning for the District Board candidates, an affair any secret 
agent would approve of. Saturday afternoon came and went with a classy celebration of the club 
levelôs head honchos at the Presidentôs Luncheon. House of Delegates did not disappoint with 
undivided attention not only from the delegates, but from the candidates as well. The Executive 
Board was first selected in the following order: Jennifer Hsieh of Rutgers University CKI was 
elected District Governor, Jacqueline Zakaras of The Richard Stockton State College of New Jersey 
CKI was elected District Secretary, Sonya Shah of Monmouth University CKI was elected District 
Treasurer, myself ï Amanda Parks of The College of New Jersey CKI was elected District Editor. 
Each division was then able to select their representative and the following make up the rest of the 
NJ CKI District Boardôs voting members: Edwin Valdez of Saint Peterôs College CKI was elected 
Metro Division Lieutenant Governor, Danielle Sammut of Brookdale Community College was 
elected Seabreeze Division Lieutenant Governor, and way down ñSouthò Ashley Walgren of Rowan 
University CKI was elected Garden Division Lieutenant Governor.  
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continued from Page 1 
 

 Saturdayôs festivities rounded off with a celebration of achievements 
and fellowships. The NJ CKI District Board gave everyone the sense that the 
night was going to last ñForeverò with their surprise introduction dance and 
welcomed all guests and CKI members to the coveted Governorôs Banquet. 
Awards were rewarded to the hardest workers, talents were showcased by the 
bravest, and tears were cried by those moving on to bigger things with Circle K 
near and dear to their hearts. But the fun didnôt end there, shortly following the 
banquet, our International Godfather Floyd Adams graciously offered up his 
daring deejay skills that provided NJ CKI members with a night of bonding and 
board dance auctioning that couldnôt be topped by any television dance show! 
 Bright and early on Sunday morning, it was hard to believe that the 
weekend was nearly over and that we had spent it with new and old friends from 
near and far that lived to served and loved to served, just as we did! While 
enjoying a delicious and nutritious breakfast, the 2010-11 New Jersey District 
Board of Circle K International was retired with accomplishment and fond 
memories in mind. Passing on the torch to a new bunch of eager secret agents, 
ready to protect, serve, and lead one of the mightiest districtsô in all of 
international is no daunting task, but it had to be done. And with that, the 2011-
12 New Jersey District Board of Circle K International was installed by their 
Immediate Pasts and NJ Kiwanis District Board counterparts as excitement and 
fellowship filled the air.  
 Who would think that those days would seem like yesterday as summer 
has nearly come and gone right before our eyes? No worries thought, the 2011-12 
NJ CKI District Board still has as much fire and drive as ever, that would give 
any secret agent a reason to do some further investigation, not just 007! 
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 Good Day Gov na! 
A message from your NJ District Governor  

Hello NJ Circle K'ers!  
 
Summer is finally here and I'm ready to kick back, take 
trips down to the beach, and catch up on lost sleep. But 
just because it's summer doesn't mean I'm going to forget 
about the most important part of being a Circle K'er: 
Service! During the summer time there are so many ways 
to get involved in your community - attend beach clean-
ups, host an Alex's Lemonade Stand, visit your local food 
shelter, plan a car wash fundraiser, and many more.  
 
Last month we attended LSSP, Circle K International's 
Large-Scale Service Project, with 15 other NJ Circle K'ers 
and serving the communities in Virginia Beach. I 
represented New Jersey at International Convention, from 
June 22-26, with 28 other NJ K-Family members (the 
largest amount of registered attendees than any other 
district)! Get ready to show Circle K International how 
Jersey Fresh we can be! :) 
 
Best, 
Jen Hsieh  

 

Check out the INSIGHT 2011: Service Around the World 
Facebook Event Page for more information at: 

http:/ / www.facebook.com/ event.php?eid=171086062959480 

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=171086062959480
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My two best friends that have truly become my 

Kiwanis Family.  On the left: Namir Shah; in the 

middle: Myself; on the right: Brittany Lerman.  

You never know when someone 
May catch a dream from you. 
You never know when a little word  
Or something you may do 
May open the windows 
Of a mind that seeks the light ï  

The way you live may not matter at all, 
but you never know ï it might. 
 

And just in case it could be 
HWPc!P]^cWTa¥b![XUT%!cWa^dVW!h^d%! 
Might possibly change for the better 
With a broader and brighter view, 
It seems it might be worth a try 
At pointing the way to the right ï  

Of course, it may not matter at all, 
But then again ï it might. 
 -Helen L. Marshall 

You Never Know  
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Service, leadership and fellowship are the distinguished tenants of 
Circle K International. For the wonderful Seabreeze division, summer time 
means more opportunities to live by these tenants. Particularly, Brookdale 
Community College has done a fantastic job by staying active by attending 
Relay for Life events with their fellow TCNJ Circle kôers, as well as 
continuing their involvement with Project Porchlight, an energy efficiency 
program. Also, I am proud to say members from all active clubs in the 
Seabreeze division attended the Large Scale Service Project and International 
Convention in Virginia Beach this past June. Brookdale had 11 attendees for 
both events! Even Monmouth Universityôs club has noteworthy service 
initiatives this summer-including serving at a soup kitchen at St. Luke's 
Episcopal Church on Broadway Ave. in Long Branch every Tuesday. Also, 
the clubs have made efforts to collaborate with each other which have 
certainly strengthened the Seabreeze bond! 
 The best part is that all Circle K members can (and should) stay 
involved with Circle Kôs tenants of service, leadership, and fellowship during 
the summer months! After all, the world still needs our help when it is beach 
season! A big opportunity to serve this summer is at the Subregion F event 
taking place in Atlantic City from August 13-14. For members who did not 
experience LSSP and ICON, this is an opportunity for them to meet and 
volunteer with people from our subregion (Capital, Eastern Canada, New 
England, New Jersey, and New York Districts).  There is something really 
special about bonding with complete strangers over a shared love for service, 
and after only a few days becoming not only friends-but part of their Kiwanis 
family! In addition to larger events, clubs can schedule weekly service projects 
at soup kitchens (like Monmouthôs club), cook and serve meals at their local 
Ronald McDonald House, as well as set up beach sweeps. If your club is still 
not sure what to do, I would even suggest utilizing a Facebook group page in 
order to ask members what they would like to do. Make the service 
personalized! 
  Speaking of personalization! Summer is a perfect opportunity for 
club presidents to train their officers. In June, I hosted an informal training 
session that gave helpful advice to officers about how to recruit and retain 
members and how to run club meetings, as well as many other tips. For some 
officers, this can be their first time holding a position and for others, this can 
feel like a ñbreeze.ò No matter their experience, there is always room to grow 
as a leader. Even general members can be given opportunities to grow as a 
leader by being given responsibility to come up with new service and 
fundraising ideas. You would be surprised to see how happy a member can 
become if they are given a chance to shine!  
 And of course, since summer is generally a relaxed time of year 
(although not for all), fellowship thrives. Although all Circle K members 
bond over some good ole service, it is always nice to have a more intimate get 
together. Invite your club members to a bowling night or a night at 
Applebeeôs. Sometimes it is better to have something more relaxed, rather 
than spend $200 to rent out a hall. The Seabreezeôs beloved Brookdale club 
is known to hang out on a regular basis, inviting their fellow members to the 
boardwalk and beach! The more family oriented your club becomes the more 
willing members will be to attend service projects. Then, once they 
participate, they will see just how amazing it feels to help others! 
 The summer has endless possibilities for all clubs in this AMAZING 
NJ District. Take this time to engage in meaningful service and fun-and 
maybe some planning for the upcoming year (followed by more fun of 
course!). If at any time at all you have any questions, concerns or need ideas, 
do not hesitate to reach out to your Lieutenant Governors (Seabreeze-ME; 
Metro-Eddie Valdez; Garden-Ashley Walgren). I wish all of you a fantastic 
year of service. Thanks for serving New Jersey proud! 
 

Summer Activity 
 

BY SEABREEZE DIVISION LTG 

DANIELLE SAMMUT 
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1. First & Last Name: Jen Hsieh 
2.  Position: District Governor 
3.  Home Club: Rutgers University 
4. Year in College: Senior (2012) 
5. Favorite Service Project: Project Linus 
6. Favorite Fundraising Event: Pie-ing at INSIGHT 
7. Why did you join Circle K? I was president of my Key Club in High School and I wanted to 

continue my passion for service within the K-Family once entering college. The people I met 
through Circle K continuously inspire me to dream bigger and be more involved in my 
community. I couldn't imagine my life without these people and without this organization.  

8. How long have you been in Circle K? Since my freshman year at Rutgers University. 
9. What are you looking forward to the most during this 2011-2012 CKI Service Year? I'm 

looking forward to getting to know all of the clubs in the District and paying each club a visit 
throughout the service year. I can't wait to see how each club functions on their own.  

10. Fun Fact: I people watch like crazy when I'm driving or riding in someone's car.  

1. First & Last Name: Jacqueline Zakaras 
2. Position: District Secretary 
3. Home Club: The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey 
4. Year in College: Senior (2012) 
5. Favorite Service Project: Serving food at the Atlantic City Rescue Mission. 
6. Favorite Fundraising Event: The pie-ing of board members at Insight, except not so 

much now that I get pied. 
7. Why did you join Circle K? I joined circle K because I really enjoyed the members 

when I participated in the annual Day of Service projects they hosted at my school 
when I first started at Stockton.  

8. How long have you been in Circle K? This fall will be the beginning of my fourth 
year in Circle K 

9. What are you looking forward to the most during this 2011-2012 CKI Service Year? 
I look forward to seeing how all the clubs interact from a district view and hope to see 
a lot of district wide events with all the clubs participating. 

10. Fun Fact: I love cheese on almost everything I eat.  I am an excellent bargain shopper 
but hate shopping.  I am almost always smiling and can always find the bright side of 
any situation.  I love meeting new people and doing service lets me do that.   

 

Hey everyone, my name is Sonya Shah and I am serving as NJ District Treasurer 
for the 2011-2012 service year. I am going to be a junior at Monmouth University 
majoring in Biology with a concentration in Molecular Cell Physiology. My R.A. 
freshman year told me that this would be a club that I might like joining because I 
wanted to get involved when I came to college. As soon as I went to the first meeting, I 
fell in love with Circle K. I loved the people and the service opportunities that were 
present. This invoked me to apply as special events chairperson for the last service year. I 
loved meeting everyone around New Jersey and going to various district events to 
perform service and be a part of fellowship. I love all the service events that clubs have, 
especially when they involve working with the Ronald McDonald House. I am looking 
forward to this upcoming service year where hopefully we can increase membership and 
participate in a great amount of service. I cannot wait to see what the New Jersey District 
will do next!  

S
o
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y
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 My name is Danielle Sammut and I cannot be more enthusiastic, excited, and honored to be 
serving as the 2011-12 Seabreeze Lieutenant Governor. On a personal note, I have recently graduated 
Brookdale Community College with an A.A in Humanities-English, and am continuing my education 
as a junior at The College of New Jersey in pursuit of becoming a High School English teacher.  
When I am not spending countless hours reading classic novels or writing papers, I enjoy 
volunteering and making a difference in the world. My favorite service event is the Kiwanis One Day 
Event that takes place annually on April 2, which encourages every club to join with the rest of the 
Kiwanis family (Circle K, Key Club, K-Kids, Builders, Aktion Club, and Kiwanis) for a day of united 
service. Aside from volunteering, I also enjoy raising money for my club. My favorite fundraising event 
is the classic bake sale in the Student Life area of my school. Not only do I get to show off my baking 
skills that are better than Mrs. Fields (ok, maybe I am exaggerating a tad), I am able to bond with 
fellow club members and have the opportunity to recruit new members! 
 I have been a part of this wonderful and impactful organization, Circle K, for two years! 
Now, I am proud to be able to make a difference as the Seabreeze LTG. I would like each of you to 
get to know me more, so here are some random facts about me: I have a dream of being a published 
writer, I love to memorize rap lyrics and sing them to anyone who will listen, I love to dance 
awkwardly in public, I talk about Circle K to everyone I meet, and I am known to wear glitter (more 
than Ke$ha). I cannot wait to see the impact we will have this service year! 
 

It is my honor and privilege to introduce myself to everyone in the Circle K family.  My name is 
Edwin Valdez; however, most people just call me Eddie. I would like to begin by saying thank you all for 
giving me a chance to serve as Metro Division Lieutenant Governor for the 2011-2012 year. Most of the 
people have asked me before how I got interested in Circle K. It started since I was young, all the way going 
into my high school year and into college. So, when I was applying for a college, my research consisted of 
the colleges having a community service department, at the least, if not an organization. I was fortunate 
enough to have found St. Peterôs College which I am now attending for my Masterôs in Accounting. 

The simple fact that we bring smiles to many children while involved in Circle K was good 
enough for me to get myself involved. St. Peterôs College became my home club, where I was the re-
founding treasurer in 2009-2010, and proudly to say, Circle K is still alive and well.  I have met many 
amazing people through Circle K and I know that I will continue to make new, amazing friends, as well as 
keeping in touch with the old. My favorite service event is the newest one which we have now dedicated 
ourselves to, which is the Eliminate project.  I believe this project I believe will impact many families now 
and in the future. With this said, I am glad to be a part of such a wonderful organization.  
 

1. First & Last Name: Amanda Parks or Ayyy. Parks (your preference) 
2. Position: District Editor 
3. Home Club: The College of New Jersey = TCNJ 
4. Year in College: Sophomore, proud member of the Class of 2014! 
5. Favorite Service Project: Wilson Elementary After School Tutoring in Trenton, NJ 
6. Favorite Fundraising Event: Pie-the-Board @ INSIGHT 
7. Why did you join Circle K? I was a hardcore Key Clubber not too long ago and after 

developing such a strong affection for the Kiwanis Family, the first club I signed up for at 
TCNJ was without a doubt Circle K! Oh, and Robert Acerra might have nudged me a 
whole lot in the right direction J  

8. How long have you been in Circle K? One full year and Iôm looking forward to the next 
three (at least) to come! 

9. What are you looking forward to the most during this 2011-2012 CKI Service Year? I'm 
looking forward to providing the NJ District of CKI and Circle K International in general 
with as much information as possible through our districtôs official publication (AKA what 
youôre reading), the Cirkling! 

10. Fun Fact: I have a slight obsession with iced coffee as long as it has extra mocha and skim 
milk, basically the ownersô of my hometown Dunkinô Donuts know me by first name J 

 

Amanda 

E
d
d
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e 

Danielle 
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1. First & Last Name: Shahrukh Shamshair 
2. Position: Club Building and Revitalization Chair  
3. Home Club: Rutgers University 
4. Year in College: Junior 
5. Favorite Service Project: INSIGHT 
6. Favorite Fundraising Event: Pie an Officer! 
7. Why did you join Circle K? I joined Circle K because I wanted to give back to the 

community and get involved on campus. Little did I know that Circle K was 
international and would lead me to meet people from all over the state/world! 

8. How long have you been in Circle K? One year! 
9. What are you looking forward to the most during this 2011-2012 CKI Service Year? I 

look forward to all the events, meeting new faces, and increasing our membership 
through new colleges and getting the ones that have fallen off the board back on track! 

10. Fun Fact: I am a black belt/ninja ;) (seriously) 

Hello NJ Circle K!  My name is Rachel Moseson, and this year Iôm serving as your 
Conventions and Conferences Chair.  I go to Rutgers University, where Iôm a double major in 
English and Sociology.  Iôm going into my senior year and I plan to apply to law school in the fall.  
Last year, I was president of Rutgers Circle K, and my favorite service event was making dinner at 
Ronald McDonald House.  Itôs my favorite charity and I like to do anything I can to help them.  
Our best service event, and my favorite, was Dance to Eliminate, where we worked with Rutgers 
UNICEF and another community service organization to put together a large cultural dance 
showcase, with the proceeds going toward Kiwanis Internationalôs ELIMINATE Project.  I joined 
Circle K largely because I have been in the K-Family since middle school.  Rutgers is a massive 
school, and itôs definitely easy to get lost in the crowd, but joining Circle K allowed me to find 
people with similar interests and concerns as myself, and they have become some of my best friends!  
During the 2011-2012 year, Iôm looking forward reaching our membership goals, and helping all of 
the clubs in the NJ District become even stronger.  I canôt wait to start planning INSIGHT and 
District Convention, and I hope to see you all at the K-Family Picnic on July 17th!  Get ready for an 
amazing year and have a fantastic summer! 
 

1. First & Last Name: Ashley Walgren 
2. Position: Garden Division Lieutenant Governor 
3. Home Club: Rowan University 
4. Year in College: Second Year Senior 
5. Favorite Service Project: Working at a soup kitchen near my home town. It touched me 

in a way that nothing else really has. 
6. Favorite Fundraising Event: I love Friendly's fundraisers; you get to eat, be merry, and 

raise money! And, it ALL comes with ice cream! 
7. Why did you join Circle K? Volunteering has always been very important to me. I never 

really knew how to get active until college, and when I transferred to Rowan Circle K was 
a way of continuing that. 

8. How long have you been in Circle K? The fall will be my 3rd year 
9. What are you looking forward to the most during this 2011-2012 CKI Service Year? 

Being on the district board for a full term. I was on the district board before but came in 
late. I missed out on a lot of the planning aspects that come with the positions and I am 
looking forward to being a part of that. 

10. Fun Fact: My fish is named after a Pokémon. Guess which one? We call him Gary for 
Short! 
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1. First & Last Name: Catherine Ramirez 
2. Position: Membership, Development, and Education Committee Chair 
3. Home Club: Rutgers University 
4. Year in College: Senior  
5. Favorite Service Project: NJ CKI District Large Scale Service Project 
6. Favorite Fundraising Event: Dance to Eliminate  
7. Why did you join Circle K? I've always been passionate about giving back to 

others and wanted to find an organization that would give me many different 
opportunities to serve the community. 

8. How long have you been in Circle K? 1 year J  
9. What are you looking forward to the most during this 2011-2012 CKI Service 

Year? I'm really looking forward to a great year of service and getting to bond with 
other members district-wide! 

10. Fun Fact: I sing Jackôs Mannequin at the top of my lungs like itôs nobodyôs 
business! 
 

Hey New Jersey!  My name is Elisabeth Breen and I am your 2011-2012 Service 
Chairperson.  Throughout my four years in college Circle K has become an influential factor in 
my life, which is why even though I graduated this past May Iôm continuing my involvement in 
Circle K as I pursue my masters in Special Education at The College of New Jersey. I joined Circle 
K my freshman year because I love community service, and thatôs still my favorite part.  My favorite 
service project is the Wilson Elementary After School program because I love working with kids 
and forming relationships that are fostered from week to week.  My favorite fundraising project is 
collecting tabs for the Ronald McDonald house.  Itôs so easy and shows that every little bit 
helps.  Iôm looking forward to all the service the New Jersey District will do this year and the 
impact we will make in our communities, state, and world!      

1. First & Last Name: Cristina Trecate 
2. Position: K-Family Chair 
3. Home Club: Rutgers University Circle K 
4. Year in College: Sophomore 
5. Favorite Service Project: Monster Mash Pie-ing 
6. Favorite Fundraising Event: Dance to Eliminate 
7. Why did you join Circle K? Rob Acerra made me... just kidding! I had been an avid Key 

Clubber in high school and I was looking for an organization at Rutgers that could match the 
same amazing feeling Key Club gave me whenever I did service and of course, that 
organization was none other than Circle K! 

8. How long have you been in Circle K? Since the start of my first semester at Rutgers and 
loving every minute of it :) 

9. What are you looking forward to the most during this 2011-2012 CKI Service Year? I am 
really looking forward to watching the district grow through service projects and new 
members! I am also looking forward to all the service planned throughout the year whether it 
be beach clean ups in the summer or Christmas food collections through the new Governor's 
project! 

10. Fun Fact: I am a Communications major at Rutgers studying new age media and Public 
Relations. I am a member of the Scarlet Knights Army ROTC Battalion and RUSA (Rutgers 
University Student Association).  
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Hello to the Freshest District in the land! 
 
I am so excited, humbled, and honored to introduce myself to you as your 2011 ï 
2012 International Representative. A few weeks ago, at the 56th Annual Circle K 
International Convention in Virginia Beach, I was elected by the delegates of Sub-
Region F into this position. I am so excited to carry on the tradition of amazing Sub-
Region F Representatives as well as being the first from the New Jersey District. For 
those of you who do not know, Circle K International is broken up into Sub-Regions 
A through G. We are located in Sub-Region F which covers Eastern Canada, New 
York, New England, Capital and last but certainly not least NEW JERSEY!  
 
For those of you I have not met at a club meeting or district event this past year, I 
would like to give you a little background on me. I will be a Senior at Monmouth 
University in West Long Branch, NJ in the fall. I am a Social Work Major with a 
minor in Information Technology. I will also be beginning my eighth year in the 
Kiwanis Family in the fall. My previous involvement in the Kiwanis Family includes 
serving as the District Governor, District Treasurer, and Convention Chairman for 
the New Jersey District, I was also the charter club president and club representative 
on the District Board for Monmouth University. I was also a four year member of Key 
Club and served on the New Jersey District Board as a Lieutenant Governor. I like to 
keep busy outside of the Kiwanis Family with my roles as Chief Justice of the 
Monmouth University SGA and my role as a Youth Representative on the National 
PTA Board of Directors. 

 

Sub-F I-Rep, Robert Acerra 

Please know that I have been elected to serve each and every one of you as your voice on the International Board. I will be here as a resource for 
you day or night as you and your CKI Club starts swimming down the stream into the 2011 ï 2012 CKI Service Year this fall. CKI is such an 
amazing organization- and we are so lucky to be able to call ourselves a student lead organization, if you ever have any problems at all please feel 
free to let me know. With amazing members like the ones that make up the nearly 315 members of the New Jersey District- our organization 
will continue to be the largest, strongest, and best service organization for college students! 
 
I would be so happy to get to know each and every one of you through online communications, forums, chats, and district events. My role as 
your Representative will allow me to be your source of information regarding our individual Sub-Region and CKI as a whole. Throughout this 
next year- I will also be asking your input, feedback, and ideas on many of the things that the CKI International Board completes this year. 
Finally, I urge you to contact me whenever you have an idea, question, comment, or suggestion throughout the entire year. My contact 
information is below my signature at the bottom of this letter. To stay informed- join the CKI SUBREGION F Facebook group! 
 
I give each and every member of Sub-Region F my promise that I will do everything in my ability to ensure that each memberôs voice is heard 
on the International Level and that each time I make a decision or vote on something- that this will be what I feel is best for not me- but each 
of the members of CKI in Sub-Region F!  Iôm looking forward to working alongside your clubs as we swim through this service adventure 
together this year during the 2011 ï 2012 Service Year. I love the New Jersey District! It has given me so much back in the past three yearséI 
urge each of you to attend district events this year and I hope to be able to have the chance to meet any new members or see old friends once 
again! 

 
Yours in serving the children of the world- 

Rob Ace rra  
Robert Acerra 
International Representative to Sub-Region F 
Proudly Serving the Capital, Eastern Canada, New England, New Jersey, & New York Districts 
M 732-655-4254 | Acerra.CKI@gmail.com | facebook.com/robacerra 
 

tel:732-655-4254
mailto:acerra.cki@gmail.com
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On April 30, 2011 members of Monmouth 
University Circle K gathered on the Asbury Park 
boardwalk for the annual March for Babies Walk. The 
weather was perfect for the walk. We had a chance to 
mix with other teams as well as members of Brookdale 
Circle K who were volunteering that day. As a team, we 
made personal donations as well as ran a team 
fundraiser on campus to raise money for March of 
Dimes. It was great getting to be a part of such a great 
cause. As a club, it was an opportunity for us to bond 
with some of our new members as well as with Circle 
Kôers from other clubs.  
 

BY MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY 
CKI CO-PRESIDENT 

LIZ RIMASSA 

Monmouth Circle K  

Walks for a Good Cause 

Monmouth University CKI & Brookdale Community College CKI members 

laced up theirs sneakers at the March for Babies Walk in Asbury Park.  

The 2011 AIDS Walk in New York was simultaneously both 
overwhelming and majestic.  When our group first exited the subway 
we all knew we were in for a big experience. Blocks away from where 
the walk was even starting, people were lining up and joining 
together with other members of their groups. As organized as it was 
the shear amount of people made finding where we were supposed to 
go register almost impossible. We finally located our destination and 
all registered. We continued to try to find the start of the walk and 
the excitement of all the other walkers started to take effect. We all 
knew we were in for a truly exceptional experience.  We lined up and 
started to walk and we realized very quickly just how long this walk 
was going to be. We started to get tired but the energy of the people 
around us, and the diversity of teams gave us the stamina we needed 
to keep going. People were constantly cheering and it was obvious 
that this walk truly meant something to them.  
 As someone who studies gender and sexuality studies in 
school and has a passion for equality for all, this walk was something 
in which I had always wanted to participate. I also grew up in a family 
where doing what we could to fight for a cure to AIDS was incredibly 
important. My mother who is an actress/producer won an Emmy for 
her work in Jessye Norman Sings for the Healing of AIDS. Even though it 
was difficult to finish the three and a half hour walk, I knew that I 
wanted to complete it in order to contribute something to this cause 
for which I had so much history and passion. I wanted to do my part 
to help all of the people who did and still do suffer from HIV/AIDS. 
I want to show that the stigma behind this disease needs to be 
eliminated. Taking a few hours out of my day to walk for all of the 
people that this disease impacts, was the least I could do and I am 
incredibly happy that I was able to participate and complete this 
walk.  
 

J
e
s
s
i
c

a 

K
e
r
l
e

y 
New York 

AIDS Walk 

BY RUTGERS 

UNIVERSITY 

CKI CLUB 

EDITOR 


